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A graduate of the Fcole normale supérieure (Paris),
Ivan Jablonka is a Professor of contemporary history

at Université Paris 13. He is the co-director of the
“République des idées” collection for the publisher Le Seuil

and is one of the editors in chief at laviedesidees.ft.

Ivan Jablonka’s grandmother and grandfather were deported
to Auschwitz in 1943 where they met their deaths. Over
sixty years later, Jablonka embarked on a journey to discover
not only what happened to his grandparents but also who
they were. He traced their steps from France back to
Poland, where they were activists in the Communist Party.
As refugees in Paris in the late 1930s, their experiences
eerily evoke the European refugee crisis of today. The story
Ivan Jablonka tells, interweaving their story with his own,
reconstructs the passionate lives of two Jews in the first half
of the twentieth century and brings their memory vividly to

life for his readers.
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